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(201) 436-0033 &

Dr. Ibrahim is board certified in physical medicine and rehabilitation with a board certification
subspecialty of pain medicine. His individual specialties include

® Pain management 1 * Fractional Skin Resurfacing

® Physical therapy | Py
@ Nerve pain

@ Carpal tunnel

o Back pain

@ $pine pain

@ Joint pain

©® Neuromodulation ( $pinal Cord Stimulators )
) Neuropathic pain

@ Neck pain

® Headaches :

e Complex Regional Pain Syndrome Type | ( formerly called RSD )

08 bl | et it 9| s i i | | L 9ebezd 1 {0 Tt a,',)w Mh uld ",
http://wwwinjspinea lmd]paﬂrm i e =
i ﬁﬂb@@mmtﬁ@@ﬁfﬂ

®/Jersey, City,
-2520 J) F l(ermedy Blvd,

® Livingston
201/S. Livingston’Ave., Suite/2E
Livingston; NJ/07030
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1The Lazwv Offices of
c HAROLD J. GERR

doyall dalll Crami o

We specialize in all types of
accidents and injuries:

Car Accidents

Slip & Falls
Workers Compensation
Dog Bite 4
Head injury y
Hand injury ///
. I /
Fires and Explosions S bl Solsal gl e U suenanis o
Injured while operating machine /
/ Ol bl Solg> *
/ saadl Golgs *
Je=ll Oblol *
eyl e sl wblodl *
M e sl Oblodl *
* Home, hospital, gloadl Ohlol *
weekend and evening Al wblol *
appointments are available. duasull Hlusdl *
Ghlkaail g @l *
Jiball ol Oladiwallh Gulasll 8)b) pgai* OluSlall Ju2uis el Jolel) asslll )l s 3l *
orwdl dlg Alac ailuso asclso Ly ///
e
/"//
-
//

No charge unless vour case is suceessful!
duss)l CawS a2 3l oleidb Cdlas 3 o

FREE CONSULTATION | dilowe oolyliuw
47 RARITAN AVE, 2ND FL, HIGHLAND PARK, NJ 08904

T. 732.249.4600 | 877-249.4600 | HIG@HAROLDGERRLAW.COM
WWW.HAROLDGERRLAW.COM
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Dr. Ashraf shamalla

Pharmacist In Charge

« agdiung Ll b nadddun gl igd yiaa|
‘ L1 gl LSlinsY sl JLaYl

00 iy 1 A8 ilkaw Wiy Jaall
Ol el g3 Juogig el jha

NOW (;_P_EN 7 DM’S A WEEK EXTENDED HOURS
208 Broadway, 651 Broadway, ;

Y 4 Bayonne NJ 07002 LD
Bayonne NJ 07002 v y 7[1“3

||be§! Tel: 201-436-7000 BAYONNNE Tel: 201-338-1200 °ﬂPEN

Fax: 201-339-0999 @ Fax: 201-339-1144
WG oo i 10:00 AN - 7:00 P Mon-Fri £:00 AM - 11:00 PM k{h ;?::T;%;

RERREAY: 201 S915.00 AM - £00 PM 1 photos $9.99
www LibertyPharmacy com Sun 1100 - 4:00

741 Commupa Ave, 3495 J.F.X Bivd,
Jersey City NJ 07306 - Jersey City NJ 07307
S VITALIS

"0 VERONA  Tel: 201-946-9500 PHARMACY,
=N PRARNMATY Fﬂx: 201‘945‘9700 15y WOl . LIVE WL

WMon«Fri 1000 AN - 800 P Mon<ri 5:00 AM - 5:00 PN
Sat 10:0D AM -5:00 P Sat 5:00 AN - 100 PW
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Kennedy Dental Center

Those Patients were Treated at
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MM JERSEY CITY BREATHING CENTER

Dr. Mazhar Elamir M.D.
Internal Medicine, Pulmonary specialist and
Sleep Medicine.
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Dr. Basil Elamir, MD

BOARD CERTIFIED
INTERNAL MEDICINE
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Echocardiogram + Blood work + A
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We cover all your medical needs in One Stop
our staff speak all languages

Now in three convenient locations:

192 Harrison Avenue, 550 Summit Avenue, Ste. 1A 1856 J. F. Kennedy Blvd.,
Jersey City NJ 07304 Jersey City, NJ 07306 Jersey City, NJ 07305
(201)333-5363 (201)222-5450 (201)333-7606
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America’s Fall into Iran’s Quagmire
and the Flight of Its Allies

Expectations at the Davos Economic
Forum suggest that the world is wit-
nessing a new economic era for the
first time in 80 years, with Amer-
ica’s allies distancing themselves
from supporting it. This was clearly
reflected in the remarks of Emman-
uel Macron, President of France, at
the Davos Forum and his welcom-
ing of Chinese investments, as well
as the withdrawal of French citizens
and communities from the entity
state and from the Arab Gulf states
in preparation for a strike on Iran.
The date January 20, 2026 stands as
a dangerous alarm bell, when Euro-
pean leaders gathered in Switzerland
at the Davos resort for their annual
meeting to discuss global political,
security, and economic conditions.
For the first time in history, it was
announced that America’s allies
were shifting their allegiance toward
a new system based on the individ-
ual interests of states.

Macron’s criticism of U.S. Presi-
dent Trump was evident, condemn-
ing Trump’s bullying and mockery,
alongside European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen. The
attendees were also reminded of the
opportunities created by the collapse
of the Bretton Woods system, which
had linked participating countries’
currencies to the U.S. dollar at a gold
price in Europe to achieve growth.
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
noted Europe’s need to strengthen
its economy, while Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney stressed that
the world economy is no longer gov-
erned by fixed rules as it once was;

2
Written by:
Mohamed
Salmawy

After having withdrawn from and
undermined UN agencies from
UNESCO to the UN Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA), Trump
now proposes an entity that aims

instead, major and great powers now
act solely according to their inter-
ests and freely break any rule that
conflicts with them. This confirms
that the global system of economic
integration has indeed eroded, that
the idea of alliances has already col-
lapsed, and that economic dealings
have become tools of pressure and
weapons, with economic integra-
tion sent to hell. Thus, international
relations have become harsher, espe-
cially for medium-sized states that
belong neither to the great powers
nor to the weak ones.“If you are not
on the guest list, you will be on the
menu.” These words illustrated the
brutality of the current global eco-
nomic picture.Before this confer-
ence, U.S. President Donald Trump
had openly displayed colonial ambi-
tions, stating that he planned to seize
Greenland and annex it to America
to secure U.S. national security,
obtain precious and rare minerals
from the island, facilitate access to
space, and control a maritime route.
He escalated toward war in his usual
manner, as he is now doing with
Iran—blockading it by land, sea,
and air to intimidate the rulers of any
place he seeks to seize, forcing them
to negotiate as an alternative to war.
Because Greenland is administra-
tively part of Denmark, a NATO
member, this constituted a threat
to the entire alliance, prompting
France, Germany, and Norway to
intervene. Trump retaliated by rais-
ing tariffs on them as a form of pun-
ishment, claiming he was protecting
the island from Chinese and Russian

Point-blank: Bored of

to circumvent the UN entirely,
effectively doing away with the
Security Council. According to this
scheme, Trump would hold sole
authority over who is appointed to
or excluded from the board. Such a
notion speaks of a deeply troubling
conception of the international
order: a system based on personal,
individual whim as opposed to
and collective
legitimacy.Since the establish-
ment of the UN in the aftermath of
World War II, the Security Coun-
cil — despite imbalances and other

multilateralism

flaws — has symbolised a collec-
tive desire to manage international

conflict within a framework of

hands, believing it to be an exten-
sion of U.S. territory.When Europe
signaled at the conference the use of
the Anti-Coercion Instrument—an
instrument that enables the Euro-
pean Commission to determine
whether a foreign power is using
economic coercion to undermine
and collapse the European Union,
and, if proven, to adopt deterrent and
retaliatory measures proportional to
such actions—Trump retreated from
raising tariffs, and the U.S. Con-
gress intervened because markets
had shaken and indices and stock
exchanges had collapsed.All of this
heralds the collapse of the global
system due to differences in how
European states deal with President
Trump. Europe is no longer a uni-
fied ally of America but has split into
two camps: one that sees alignment
with Washington as a necessity, and
another fully rebellious against it.
This European uproar will be the
cause of the gradual disintegration
of globalization.Relations between
EU states and America have become
neither fully subordinate nor aligned
with the White House—only silent
with anger to avoid confrontation
and open hostility. There is agree-
ment on some issues and disagree-
ment on others. This is the most
dangerous indicator yet of a strong
possibility that Europe could frac-
ture and that some of its states could
ally with China, thereby dissolv-
ing economic ties between Europe
and America and replacing them
with new ones with China.America
would then find its economy iso-

shared rules. Even if those rules are
skewed in favour of the dominant
powers or otherwise inequitable, to
run roughshod over them through
a so-called Board of Peace run by
a single man is extremely danger-
ous. It essentially erodes the foun-
dations of international law and
turns peace from a shared human
value into an instrument wielded
by a single power to reward or
punish whomever it chooses.Not
only does Trump’s proposal betray
Washington’s disdain for interna-
tional institutions, it also seeks to
impose a destructive logic — one
that rejects reform in favour of the
wrecking ball. Rather than work-

lated from Europe, unable to find
states willing to impose sanctions or
tariffs, because supply chains would
have been shifted in favor of China
and Russia.America has abandoned
the protection of European sea
lanes, and Europe now feels threat-
ened by the Ukraine—Russia issue,
in which Trump sided with Russia.
The conflict between capital owners
in America and rulers in Europe and
Russia has become the most dan-
gerous of all. The search for a new
corporate order involving Visa and
MasterCard has also emerged, made
clear by Trump’s clash with U.S.
Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome
Powell and Powell’s accusation that
Trump had become an obstacle to
the American economy because of
his refusal to lower interest rates.
Trump’s control over the Federal
Reserve would allow him to manip-
ulate all states—chief among them
the entire global economy—and to
play with markets, currencies, gold,
wars, and war planning in order to
dominate every maritime passage on
Earth.China and Russia’s emergence
with
works with Europe, and their expan-

international economic net-

sion of understandings with Europe
in trade and the sale of electric cars
and fish to Canada, as well as con-
tracts between Ireland and Beijing,
are proof of America’s allies gradu-
ally withdrawing in China’s favor
leaders.This
chaos in the relationship between

alongside European
the European Union—and indeed all
of America’s allies, even Britain, the
strongest and most dangerous ally of

ing to expand the Security Coun-
cil, amend the veto rules, or ensure
fairer representation for the Global
South — as most of the international
community has long demanded
— Trump simply forces an alterna-
tive on the world so he can control
it more directly. He has reverted
to the way empires operated in
eras when alliances were forged at
palace tables, instead of in the halls
of institutions open to all nations.
As for that cynically named board
itself, it is already flawed by an
inherent contradiction: how can
it claim to promote peace when it
is founded on exclusion and the
entrenchment of camps? How can

&)

Written by:
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America—nhas intensified, as London
has begun making deals with Bei-
jing. Keir Starmer, the British prime
minister, concluded several agree-
ments with China. Even the Ger-
mans, America’s biggest allies and
Israel’s strongest supporters, have
begun to see the United States as
an existential threat to them, despite
participating with America and
Britain in upcoming wars to seize
Middle Eastern maritime routes.The
Israeli entity, despite being Ameri-
ca’s favored child and a pillar of the
global system, also has objections
to American directions.Although
America and Britain are now mobi-
lizing forces to subdue Iran by forc-
ing it to abandon its nuclear program
and change the clerical regime in
response to Israeli demands and
to implement the ideological plan
stretching “from the Nile to the
Euphrates”—the dream of Greater
Israel that they will keep digging for
until the end of the earth—

If America falls into the mire of war
with Iran, it will not emerge easily as
it did in Venezuela, but will remain
stuck for decades, as happened in
the quagmire of Afghanistan and in
Iraq, without being able to plunder
the oil of those countries.

peace

it gain moral or political legitimacy
if the criterion for acceptance is
proximity to the founder rather
than commitment to international
law and human rights?

Like other Trumpian ideas, this one
ultimately reflects a deeper crisis in
the current global order. It is char-
acterised by a loss of trust in insti-
tutions and a brand of leadership
more dedicated to self-promotion
and glorification than to human
welfare, which requires collective
solutions and international stabil-
ity. It is a reminder that when criti-
cal decision-making is confined
to an individual, peace becomes

extremely fragile.
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No Aging Anymore: Elon Musk Seeks a
Way to Extend Human Lifespan

In a world where technological
advancements are accelerating at a
breathtaking pace, Neuralink’s project
stands out as one of the most ambi-
tious and controversial endeavors of
the modern era. This project aims to
connect the human brain with modern
technology, opening new doors to
enhance human capabilities and
improve the quality of life. But can
this project be the key to extending
human lifespan? And can it change
our concept of life and death? Let’s
explore this exciting topic and see
how Neuralink’s technology could
impact humanity’s future.It’s contro-
versial that Elon Musk is seeking a
way to extend human lifespan through
this project, which relies on develop-
ing implantable electronic chips in the
human brain. This allows humans to
control electronic devices with just
a thought and exchange informa-
tion between the brain and machine
quickly. According to Musk, the goal
is to enhance human mental capabili-
ties and help those with debilitating
diseases regain movement. Addition-
ally, it enables communication with-
out speech or movement, just through
thought. Musk also aspires to create
a new type of interaction between
humans and artificial intelligence,
leading to the fusion of the human
mind with machines.

This technology could be the start
of a new era in human-technology
interaction and might save millions

Written by:
Abdulrahman
al-Rashed

Our region is strewn with long-buried

landmines, any one of which could
spark unintended consequences. This
is not meant to refer to the Saudi-
Emirati dispute in southern Yemen,
despite it being one of today’s heated
issues that could still be resolved
talks.For all the
latest headlines follow our Google

through direct

News channel online or via the app.
Beyond these landmines, however,
the more dangerous issue is the rising

of patients. However, it also raises
questions about ethics, privacy, and
security. Musk himself acknowledges
significant challenges.

The ethical and technical challenges
facing Neuralink’s project are sig-
nificant. The project aims to con-
nect the human brain with electronic
devices via implantable chips, raising
concerns about privacy, security, and
individual thought control. Who will
control this information, and how will
it be used?

From a religious perspective, some
believe this project conflicts with
the sanctity of the human body and
the prohibition on tampering with it.
Many religions consider the body a
gift from God and should be preserved,
not altered unnaturally. Merging the
human mind with machines also
raises questions about human iden-
tity and spirituality. However, others
see potential benefits in improving
human lives, especially for those with
physical or mental disabilities. This
project could help restore movement
for patients with spinal cord injuries
and enhance communication with the
outside world.

Here’s the translation:

The ethical and technical challenges
facing this project are undoubtedly
significant and have serious implica-
tions, including those related to per-
sonal and technological control. The
question arises: what impact will
this technology have on society and

humanity in general? Despite this,
the potential of this technology to
improve human lives and help over-
come disabilities makes it an excit-
ing area for research and exploration.
Does this project conflict with religion
and ethics? Neuralink’s project, which
aims to connect the human brain with
electronic devices by implanting elec-
tronic chips in the brain, may allow
access to personal information, con-
stituting a clear invasion of privacy,
security, and individual thought. This
raises questions about who will con-
trol this information and how it will
be used.

From a religious perspective, I believe
this project conflicts with our religious
beliefs, which emphasize the sanctity
of the human body and the prohibition
on tampering with it. Many religions
consider the body a gift from God and
should be preserved, not altered unnat-
urally. The idea of merging the human
mind with machines also raises ques-
tions about human identity and spiri-
tuality. However, some believe this
project can have significant benefits in
improving human lives, especially for
those with physical or mental disabili-
ties. It may help restore movement for
patients with spinal cord injuries and
enhance communication with the out-
side world.

Control of Humans through
Neuralink: A Potential Threat
The Neuralink project, led by Elon
Musk, raises concerns about remote

control of humans. Technically,
implanting electronic chips in the
brain could allow controllers to access
an individual’s neural information,
influencing their thoughts and behav-
iors.

Several scenarios are possible:

- Decision Manipulation: Controllers
could influence an individual’s deci-
sions by sending signals to the brain,
altering their choices and behaviors.

- Thought Surveillance: The tech-
nology could be used to monitor an
individual’s thoughts and spy on their
personal life, violating their privacy.

- Physical Control: If developed suffi-
ciently, controllers could manipulate
an individual’s physical movements,
leading to loss of bodily control.

- Emotional Manipulation: The tech-
nology could influence an individual’s
emotions and feelings, changing their
personality and behavior.

However, these scenarios depend on
the project’s technical development
and security measures. Elon Musk
and Neuralink emphasize the impor-
tance of security and privacy, stating
that the primary goal is to improve
human life, not control it.Nonetheless,
concerns remain, and a strict ethical
and legal framework is necessary to
regulate this technology and protect
individual rights and privacy.Neu-
ralink’s project can indirectly extend
human lifespan by improving quality
of life, mental health, and physical
health. The technology can help treat

Written by:
Azza Elfashny

mental disorders like depression and

anxiety, improving quality of life and
reducing associated health risks. It
can also help patients with spinal cord
injuries regain movement, enhanc-
ing their quality of life and reducing
paralysis-related health risks.Addi-
tionally, the technology can enhance
cognitive abilities, such as memory
and focus, helping maintain mental
health as people age. It can also aid
in early detection of neurological dis-
eases like Alzheimer’s, enabling early
treatment and improving health out-
comes.Moreover, it can help individu-
als with physical or mental disabilities
communicate with the world in new
ways, improving their quality of life
and reducing feelings of isolation.
However, it’s essential to note that
extending human lifespan isn’t the pri-
mary goal of Neuralink, and improv-
ing mental and physical health might
be driven by other objectives.

The project raises significant ethical
and technical challenges, requiring
careful consideration to ensure the
technology serves humanity posi-
tively.

The dangers of an Iran war for the Gulf

likelihood of a US-Iran war and its
repercussions on our surroundings,
foremost among them the countries
of the Gulf Cooperation Council,
which sit in the front row of the the-
ater of war.

It is worth recalling that the GCC was
established more than four decades
ago to confront this very danger. Yet
its member states chose to expand
its objectives from defense coopera-
tion to almost everything, down to
minor details such as laundry labels
and electrical sockets. It remains
the only largely successful regional
bloc, a fact that does not negate the
existence of political disagreements.
One researcher once argued to me
that the GCC was built on “hatred
of Iran’s regime.” That is, of course,
inaccurate. It was indeed founded
against the backdrop of confronting
Khomeini’s threats to Gulf states and
the outbreak of war between Iran and
Iraq. However, the region overlook-

ing the western Gulf needed a frame-
work to organize relations among its
six states even if no external threat
had existed. Major undertakings can
be born out of unintended circum-
stances.

The European Union, for example,
was built on an agreement over coal
between Germany and France. The
Coal Union became a gateway for
developing relations after World War
IT and later led to the establishment
of the broader European Union. The
Gulf states will not agree on every-
thing, but their shared interest lies in
preserving collective security. The
Iranian threat has continued to play a
role in strengthening inter-GCC rela-
tions. Not all of our history with Iran
has been turbulent; this condition has
been limited to the current regime.
Under
maintained generally positive rela-

Iran’s monarchy, Tehran
tions with its neighbors for centuries,

marked by occasional disputes typi-

cal of relations between neighboring
states. Matters deteriorated imme-
diately after the rise of the clerical
regime. From the very first week,
Saudi Arabia expressed its desire for
good relations, sending official and
unofficial delegations to Khomeini
and dispatching a shipment of petro-
leum products to alleviate a severe
shortage in Tehran at the time, as
a gesture of friendship toward the
new regime. Yet Khomeini formally
declared his intention to work toward
overthrowing neighboring systems.
It took more than forty years for the
republic to correct its course and seek
reconciliation with Riyadh. Today,
Tehran faces an existential threat that
forces it to choose between abandon-
ing the 1979 project it proclaimed
— exporting revolutions and con-
fronting the world — or risking a dev-
astating confrontation.The six Gulf
capitals recognize that they are not
in a position to support or change the

regime; the event is larger than them.
Yet its repercussions are dangerous
for them. The possibilities if war
erupts are many, ranging from col-
lapse, to a coup, to the regime hold-
ing firm and emerging stronger. The
risks are immense and cannot even be
compared to the invasion of Iraq and
the fall of Saddam’s regime, which
occurred quickly and easily. If the
pillars of Tehran’s system collapse,
a vacuum will emerge that threatens
everyone; if it endures, it will return
with force.All Gulf governments
have chosen not to become involved
in the operation. This does not rep-
resent a disappointment for the US
ally, which maintains military assets
and agreements with GCC states and
likewise prefers not to expand the
front, which would require greater
defensive efforts. Despite Iran’s hints
at striking facilities in Gulf states,
such a scenario remains unlikely,
though not impossible.
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Egypt FM urges full implementation of Gaza

ceasefire phase two ahead of Washington summit

Egypt’s Minister Badr
Abdelatty said that all provisions of

Foreign

the second phase of the Gaza agree-
ment must be fully implemented,
ahead of a planned Board of Peace
summit in Washington on 19 Febru-
ary.

Abdelatty urged adherence to US
President Donald Trump’s Gaza plan,
warning against selective implemen-
tation.He said the plan consists of 20
interconnected points and cautioned
that focusing on some provisions
while ignoring others would under-
mine the process.Abdelatty stressed

that an Israeli withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip into a buffer zone is “an
integral part” of the plan, adding
that the main challenge lies in what
he described as Israeli obstacles to
implementation.

Egypt is in contact with Washington,

one of the agreement’s guarantors, to
address these impediments, he said.
The minister also spoke of “inno-
vative ideas” under discussion to
address arms control in Gaza through
Palestinian consensus and within
what he described as a Palestinian
national framework.Abdelatty called
for increased international pressure
to remove obstacles to the entry
of the National Committee for the
Administration of Gaza (NCAG) and
to facilitate the delivery of humani-
tarian aid and mobile housing units

into the enclave.

‘Saving lives, respecting
culture’: Egypt weighs
national tissue and organ bank

Egypt’s Health Ministry said
posals to establish a national human

that pro-

tissue bank and simplify post-mortem
tissue donation procedures are in line
with existing government plans to expand
organ and tissue transplantation.

In a televised phone interview, minis-
try spokesperson Hossam Abdel Ghaf-
far stated that Egypt is already moving

to develop transplant capacity through
projects including the Nasser Institute
upgrade and the planned Nile Medical City, which is set to include a cen-
tral organ and tissue transplantation centre backed by national databases,
tissue banks, and electronic donor registries.

Third Egyptian-French Academic
Forum advances university,
research partnership

r W A

Egyptian and French academic leaders met in Paris on 5 February for

the third Egyptian—French Forum for Scientific and Academic Coop-
eration, focusing on turning bilateral agreements into operational
programmes and expanding long-term university and research part-
nerships.

Hosted by CY Cergy Paris Université, the forum brought together aca-
demics, researchers, and policymakers from both countries to assess
existing cooperation and identify new areas for collaboration, nearly
a year after the launch of the Egyptian—French Day for Scientific
and Academic Cooperation in Cairo under the auspices of Presidents
Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi and Emmanuel Macron.

Held under the theme Progress, Challenges, and New Horizons, the
forum addressed joint degrees, faculty and student exchanges, collab-
orative research projects, and institutional challenges.

ASTRID MAERSK completes 1st Suez
Canal transit as ME-11 service rerouted

The

said

Suez Canal Authority (SCA)
that the container ship ASTRID
MAERSK completed its maiden transit
of the canal, marking the first passage of]

the ME-11 service since Gemini Coop-

eration announced it would reroute the
line from the Cape of Good Hope to the
Suez Canal.The transit is the third Maersk vessel to cross the canal since
the SCA signed a Strategic Partnership Agreement with the Danish group
last November, which officials described as an early sign of shipping lines
returning to the waterway amid ongoing marketing incentives.The 350-
metre-long mega vessel, operated by Maersk, has a beam of 54 metres, a
draft of 14.8 metres, and a gross tonnage of 185,000 tons, making it the

largest Maersk-affiliated container ship to transit the canal in two years.

FM Abdelatty, UNESCO chief discuss Egypt efforts
to preserve archaeological, heritage sites

Minister of Foreign Affairs Badr Abdelatty discussed with
the Director General of the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Khaled El-
Anany, national efforts to preserve Egypt’s archaeological
and heritage sites, according to the Egyptian foreign minis-
try.

During the meeting, which took place on the sidelines of the
African Union Summit in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa,
both sides addressed Cairo’s contributions, given the depth
of Egyptian civilization, to developing and protecting human

culture and heritage.
Abdelatty and El-Anany also reviewed ways to support joint projects in the fields of cultural heritage
protection. They discussed promoting the use of technology and innovation in developing educational
systems, as well as supporting youth empowerment and capacity-building programmes.
The Egyptian FM praised UNESCO’s pivotal role in supporting cultural and human heritage, enhanc-
ing the quality of education, and building capacities, particularly amidst growing global challenges.
He stressed Egypt’s commitment to continuing close cooperation with the UN body in education and

culture as two fundamental pillars for achieving sustainable development.

Egypt records historic tourism growth
in 2025 with 19 million tourists

Egypt’s tourism sector delivered an exceptional per- .
formance in 2025, marking one of its strongest years
on record and reaffirming the country’s position as a
leading global destination.According to official figures [
announced in a statement by the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities, Egypt welcomed nearly 19 million

2025

tourists during the year, achieving a 21 percent increase

compared to 2024—well above global tourism growth

www B peTinCoegyRt 8g
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trends.This robust performance significantly outpaced P <
the global average growth rate of 5 percent, as estimated
by the UN Tourism, underscoring Egypt’s growing com-
petitiveness and resilience. The surge was supported by strong air connectivity. Charter flight traffic to Egyp-
tian tourist destinations rose by 32 percent, reflecting renewed confidence among international tour operators
and travellers alike. One of the standout success stories of the year was New Alamein City, which recorded
an unprecedented 450 percent increase in charter flights, rapidly establishing itself as a new focal point on
the global tourism map.Cultural tourism also posted remarkable gains. Archaeological sites and museums
across the country, excluding the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization (NMEC) and the Grand Egyp-
tian Museum (GEM), welcomed 18.6 million visitors, representing a 33.5 percent year-on-year increase. The
figures highlight sustained international interest in Egypt’s unique cultural heritage, alongside broader diver-

sification in tourism offerings.
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Cairo-Ankara: Stepping up economic

‘tq cooperation

i . Egypt and Turkey have agreed to boost bilat-
| eral trade to $15 billion over the next few
| years, up from the present $9 billion. The
. announcement was made during Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s early February
visit to Cairo.Economic cooperation featured
as prominently as political issues in the talks
between the two sides.The visit of the Turkish delegation included the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) to bolster commercial relations and joint ventures between
the Union of Egyptian Chambers of Commerce and its Turkish counterparts.
The MoU is also meant to assist in exchanging expertise and organising shared exhibitions
and events.According to official statements from both sides, the MoU covers proposals for
joint project financing, support for investment in goods and services, technology transfer,
and workforce training.During the Turkish visit, a meeting of the Egyptian-Turkish Busi-
ness Forum saw participation from business leaders from both countries.The discussions
focused on investment opportunities and cooperation across a range of industries, with par-
ticular emphasis placed on joint efforts in strategic sectors such as mining, transport and
automotive manufacturing, alongside manufacturing industries, as part of efforts to expand
trade and prioritise higher value-added activities.

Egypt condemns Israel’s decision to resume

land registration in occupied West Bank

Egypt condemned Israel’s decision to resume § A
land registration procedures in the occupied West '
Bank, describing the move as a dangerous esca- *=
lation aimed at consolidating Israeli control over -
Palestinian territories.In a statement, the Egyp- :
tian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the Israeli i
government’s decision represents a continuation
of unilateral measures in the occupied Palestin- §
ian territories since 1967, warning that it seeks to ==

entrench control over occupied land and undermine the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people.Cairo stressed that such actions constitute a flagrant violation of international law
and international humanitarian law, particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention, as well as
relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions, notably Resolution 2334 of 2016.

Board of Peace members have pledged
more than $5 billion for Gaza, Trump says

v

US President Donald Trump said he will
announce that Board of Peace member states

have pledged more than $5 billion for recon-
struction and humanitarian efforts in Gaza.
In a post on Truth Social, Trump wrote that
member states have also committed thousands of
personnel toward a UN-authorized stabilization
Py | force and local police in the Palestinian enclave.
.. For the latest updates on the Israel-Palestine con-
. A flict, visit our dedicated page.
Trump also urged Hamas to move forward with disarmament under his plan for post-
war Gaza.“Very importantly, Hamas must uphold its commitment to Full and Immediate
Demilitarization,” Trump said ahead of a February 19 meeting of the board in Washington.
Disarmament is a key part in the second phase of the US-brokered ceasefire plan sealed
in October between Israel and the Palestinian militant group to end the war triggered by
Hamas’ attack on Israel in October 2023.
The United Nations endorsed the plan in November.

US military preparing for potentially
weeks-long Iran operations

The US military is preparing for the pos-
sibility of sustained, weeks-long operations
against Iran if President Donald Trump orders
an attack, two US officials told Reuters, in
what could become a far more serious conflict
than previously seen between the countries.

The disclosure by the officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity due to the sensitive

nature of the planning, raises the stakes for the

diplomacy underway between the United States and Iran.

US envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner will hold negotiations with Iran on Tuesday in
Geneva, with representatives from Oman acting as mediators. US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio cautioned that while Trump’s preference was to reach a deal with Tehran, “that’s very
hard to do.”
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