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Dr. Ibrahim is board certified in physical medicine and rehabilitation with a board certification
subspecialty of pain medicine. His individual specialties In:lude:

® Pain management p :

@ Physical therapy

® Nerve pain

e Carpal tunnel

® Bachk pain

® Spine pain

@ Joint pain

® Neuromodulation ( $pinal Cord $timulators )
® Neuropathic pain

® Neck pain

e Headaches "

e Complex Regional Pain $yndrome Type | ( formerly :ulled RSD)
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T he Lazwe Offices of
C HAROLD J. GERR

dyell dlll oo oy

We specialize in all types of
accidents and injuries:

Car Accidents

Slip & Falls

Workers Compensation

Dog Bite

Head injury

Hand injury ?
Personal Injuries y
Fires and Explosions j
Injured while operating machine

1Oblodl g Wislgadl &1951 &> ?9 Ograuain (y>)

bl olgs *

'

/ udl B5lgs *

Jedl wblol *

Gl e sl wblo3l

M e dsslill wblodl*

* Home, hospital, gloall Oblal *

weekend and evening Al Wblol *

appointments are available. duasall )l usdl *

Glylaail g @il *

Jiliall gl Sladizanall Gulaall )bj poist SliSlodl Juiudis sl Jolall dsll lpsdl *
ol dlgi dlhacg dpluo suclgo Liyal* >

No charge unless your case is successful!
duad)l CunS a2y 3l Oleidb CJlas 3 o

FREE CONSULTATION | dslbowo ool w3l
47 RARITAN AVE, 2ND FL, HIGHLAND PARK, NJ 08904

T. 732.249.4600 | 877-249.4600 | HIG@HAROLDGERRLAW.COM
WWW.HAROLDGERRLAW.COM
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Dr. Ashraf Ashamalla

Pharmacist in Charge

-_ * 29dkwg Uy b naddiun gl Wigd paal
ﬂuSlw{ 3peda1 R ‘ W Jalad] gl ilingy dhasaday JuaiYl

=

o kgl 3 Gilkas Wy el
Sladl el fugdY Juogig cllpha

NOW DPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK EXTENDED HOURS
651 Broadway,

| v, Bayonne NJ 07002 [EF 0t
Bayonne NJ 07002 w y 7[}“3

”bea Tel: 201-436-7000 RAVONNNE Tel: 2013391200 BT

Fax: 201-339-0999 ¢ Fax: 201-339-1144
| Phomacy T RTR TR R T L ;m'ﬁ';

S0 10:00 AN - 3:00 P “I 380 AN . 5:00 P 'mb‘ $999
www LibertyPharmacy com Sun 11:00 - 4:00

741 Commupa Ave, 3496 J.F.X Bivd,
Jersey City NJ 07306 q’\ Jersay City NJ 07307

’R VEEMA Tel: 201-946-3500 I’VJIRAﬁI!'d'g

Fax: 201-946-9700 T

WonFri 1000 AN - 5:00 PW Mon<Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat 10.00 AM - 5:00 PM Sat 9:00 AM - 100 PW
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Kennedy Dental Center
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MM JERSEY CITY BREATHING CENTER

Dr. Mazhar Elamir M.D.
Internal Medicine, Pulmonary specialist and
Sleep Medicine.
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Dr. Basil Elamir, MD
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INTERNAL MEDICINE
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g WE ACCEPT UNITED HEALTH CARE
bz Va "y- ‘ AND ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE

We cover all your medical needs in One Stop
our staff speak all languages

Now in three convenient locations:

192 Harrison Avenue, 550 Summit Avenue, Ste. 1A 1856 J. F. Kennedy Blvd.,

Jersey City NJ 07304 Jersey City, NJ 07306 Jersey City, NJ 07305
(201)333-5363 (201)222-5450 (201)333-7606
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El-Sisi Urges Iran to Halt Regional Escalation

President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi
met Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian in New Delhi on
the sidelines of the 18th BRICS

Summit, urging Iran to make

N4

every effort to halt regional esca-
lation and reach a comprehensive
and sustainable peace settlement.
El-Sisi reaffirmed Egypt’s firm
support for restoring regional sta-
bility and stressed the need to stop
attacks on Arab states, respect
their sovereignty, and uphold the
principles of good neighbourli-

efforts continue to revive an ear-

ness.The meeting comes amid  [jer agreement aimed at easing

hostilities and

Strait of Hormuz to commercial

rising tensions between Iran,
the United States and Israel, as

reopening the

Egyptian Prime Minister Rejects
Any Suez Canal Debt Swap

Egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly said the Suez Canal is a sov-
ereign national asset that cannot be sold, transferred or exchanged, cat-
egorically rejecting a proposal to use ownership of the canal as part of a
debt-swap arrangement.

Madbouly was responding to businessman Hassan Heikal’s «Great Swapy
proposal, which suggested transferring ownership of state assets, including
the Suez Canal, to the Central Bank of Egypt in exchange for settling part
of government debt. Madbouly stressed that sovereign assets belong to the
Egyptian people and are linked to national security.

Egypt’s general government debt is projected at 85.6% of GDP in
FY2025/26, while external debt reached $164.8 billion at the end of June
2026. The government aims to reduce the debt-to-GDP ratio to 78% by
June 2027 and cut external debt by $1-2 billion annually.

Meanwhile, Suez Canal revenues rose 33% in FY2025/26 as traffic gradu-
ally recovered from regional security disruptions. The government’s debt
strategy focuses on increasing revenues, improving spending efficiency,
extending debt maturities and reducing debt-servicing costs.

shipping. The BRICS summit
also called on all parties to exer-
cise restraint and resolve disputes
through dialogue and diplomacy.

Egypt Extends Deadline for
Undocumented Foreign Residents

Egypt’s cabinet approved a 4. 5,
draft decision to extend by one
year the deadline for foreign
nationals residing illegally in
the country to regularize their
status and legalize their resi-
dency. The current deadline
was set to expire on September 12.Under regulations issued in 2023,
foreigners seeking to legalize their status must pay a $1,000 fee and
provide documentation from an Egyptian host.Those who fail to reg-
ularize their residency may lose access to services provided by state
institutions. More than 10 million foreigners from several countries are
estimated to reside in Egypt.

Egypt-BRICS Trade Rises

25.5% to $36.7 Billion
Egypt’s trade with BRICS WW‘EQ o

countries rose 25.5% year-on- RUSSIA 2‘
year to $36.7 billion in the first
half of 2026, up from $29.3 |
billion in the same period of
2025, according to CAPMAS.
Egyptian imports from BRICS
increased 38.1% to $30.1 bil-
lion, while exports fell 11.6%
to $6.6 billion. China was
Egypt’s largest BRICS supplier with $10.4 billion in imports, while Saudi Arabia

%\

was the top destination for Egyptian exports at $1.8 billion.

BRICS investment in Egypt also increased 29.7% to $3.7 billion in the first half
of fiscal year 2025/26, led by the UAE with $2.7 billion. Remittances from Egyp-
tians working in BRICS countries rose 59.5% to $15.7 billion in FY2024/25,
mainly from Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

Egypt and Japan Expand Tokkatsu
Teacher-Training Programme

Egypt and Japan signed new education cooperation
agreements to expand the joint «Tokkatsu» teacher-
training diploma from three to seven Egyptian uni-
versities, as the first 54 students graduated from the
programme.

The 2026/27 phase adds Cairo, Alexandria, Assiut and
Port Said universities to the three institutions already
offering the diploma. The seven universities aim to train
around 320 students, up from 120 in the first cohort.

The agreements also include full and partial scholar-

ships for Tokkatsu and Egyptian-Japanese Kosen stu-

dents, as well as a new partnership with Cisco to support digital skills and technological education.
Tokkatsu, based on Japan’s education model, focuses on developing responsibility, cooperation, leadership
and community service alongside academic learning. Egypt and Japan have expanded their educational coop-
eration since 2016, with the network of Egyptian-Japanese schools reaching 79 institutions by the end of
2025.

Egypt Orders Full Ban on Tree-Cutting
in New Cities

Egypt’s Housing Minister Randa El-Menshawy has directed
authorities overseeing new cities to enforce a complete ban on
y tree-cutting and ensure the preservation of all existing trees,
green spaces and public parks across these areas.The minister
instructed authorities to take legal action against any violations
and prevent encroachment on, damage to, or unauthorised
changes to green areas located throughout residential neigh-
bourhoods and along major roads. She also called for intensi-

| fied tree-planting efforts, the expansion of green spaces, and

regular maintenance of landscaping and irrigation networks.

The directives require new-city authorities to carry out continuous field inspections and immediately address any
unauthorised activities affecting green areas. The development and utilities sectors of the New Urban Communi-
ties Authority have been assigned to monitor implementation and ensure compliance with the new measures.The
decision comes as the Egyptian government steps up its green urban development efforts, including the «Green-
ing Cairo» project, which involves planting trees along the Ring Road and other major routes. The move also
follows renewed public debate over tree-cutting linked to road and urban development projects.

El-Menshawy stressed that protecting green spaces and improving the quality of life in new cities are among her
key priorities, adding that all development projects must comply with approved planning, technical and legal
requirements.The New Urban Communities Authority is also responsible for implementing part of the national
100 Million Trees initiative, under which it has been tasked with planting seven million trees by the end of fiscal
year 2028/29.
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The Middle East and the Balance of Power
Between the United States and China

What we are witnessing today
leaves little room for doubt about
what appears to be American
and Israeli ambitions to reshape
and fragment the Middle East,
their
ence deeper into Arab countries

while expanding influ-
through a systematic strategy of
proxy warfare—following a care-
fully designed sequence, moving
slowly in some areas and rapidly
in others.

The United States has provided
Israel with extensive intelligence,
strategic support, and military
capabilities, enabling it to expand
its presence inside Syria and Leba-
non, with what appears to be assis-
tance from forces that emerged
following the fall of Bashar al-
Assad.

At the same time, tensions with
Iran have been intensified, while
conflicts surrounding the Red Sea
and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait have
been prolonged through cycles
of agreements, disagreements,
attacks, and counterattacks. Iran’s
responses, however, have often
targeted Gulf states and regional
interests rather than directly con-
fronting the United States.
Looking at these developments
from both a short- and long-term
perspective, the emergence of
conflict involving Iran’s Houthi
allies in Yemen and Saudi Arabia
can be viewed as a war of attrition
against the Kingdom—one that
threatens energy infrastructure
and consumes enormous amounts
of time, resources, and political
capital. Such a confrontation also
fuels demand for American weap-
ons by Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
as a whole.

As aresult, the primary concern of
the Gulf states becomes the con-
tainment of Iranian attacks and
those of its regional allies, as well
as the protection of their energy
infrastructure.
this
Israel, and the United States can

From perspective, Iran,
be viewed as components of a
broader geopolitical system in
which their respective interests,
directly or indirectly, sometimes
converge.

The greatest trap threatening the

balance of power in the Middle
East is the region’s movement
toward dependence on a single
global pole: the United States.
This is precisely why Egypt has
historically served as a pivotal
force in maintaining the regional
balance. Its leadership has increas-
ingly sought to diversify its stra-
tegic partnerships and establish
a degree of equilibrium with the
world’s largest economic power
and America’s principal global
competitor: China.

Egypt has diversified its interna-
tional agreements and partner-
ships, expanding cooperation with
Russia, France, and many other
countries. Yet the most significant
step has been its pursuit of serious
cooperation with China, particu-
larly in technology transfer and
strategic economic development.
For Egypt, this represents the
essence of strategic balance:
maintaining multiple sources of
cooperation, partnerships, and
international commitments across
different fields. It is a message
that Egypt seeks to engage with
all major powers on the basis of
its own national interests and does
not wish to become an instrument
for advancing colonial ambitions
or exploiting the resources of
neighboring countries.

The so-called “Shiite Crescent,”
whose influence has extended
across significant parts of the
Levant and Yemen, has also
become a source of concern for
the region. It can serve as a pretext
for proxy wars and for drawing
the Gulf states into prolonged con-
flicts and internal fragmentation.
The danger lies in a scenario in
which the United States and its
allies ultimately present them-
selves as the region’s saviors after
having contributed to the escala-
tion of tensions—while simulta-
neously demanding the weakening
of Iran’s strategic capabilities,
restrictions on its uranium-enrich-
ment program, the imposition of
sanctions, and pressure surround-
ing the Strait of Hormuz and the
Bab el-Mandeb.

Ultimately, such prolonged con-

flicts could lead to attempts to redis-

tribute or control the Gulf’s vast
wealth. The objective may take
years to achieve, but the process
is already underway if the Gulf
states fail to recognize the broader

strategic calculations behind these

developments.
From this perspective, some
analysts interpret the broader

objective as being linked to the
long-standing vision of a “Greater
Israel,” extending from the Nile to
the Euphrates.

The strategic contest, however, is
not limited to the Gulf.

The United States and Israel are
also pursuing influence in Ethiopia,
Somalia, Sudan, Djibouti, and the
wider Horn of Africa, while ten-
sions surrounding water resources
and regional disputes have direct
implications for Egypt’s national
security.

The wars and geopolitical con-
frontations of today are no longer
hidden. They are increasingly vis-
ible to researchers and observers
concerned with Egypt’s future
security.

Egypt, China, and Strategic Bal-
ance

Egypt’s growing relationship with
China reflects this broader strat-
egy of diversification.

The visit of the Chinese president
to Egypt—his first visit to the
country in ten years—cannot be
viewed as an ordinary diplomatic
visit. It coincides with the 70th
anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between
Egypt and China and serves as a
powerful reaffirmation of the rela-

tionship between the two coun-

tries.
The partnership encompasses
trade, investment, technology,

military cooperation, and strategic
coordination.

The relationship is also mutually
beneficial.

China benefits from strengthen-
ing its relationship with Egypt
because Egypt occupies a strategi-
cally critical position in the Arab
world, Africa, the Mediterranean,
and the global trade system.
China is also emerging as one of
the world’s most important com-

petitors to the United States in the

global arms market. Egypt, mean-
while, represents a crucial gate-
way to security and stability in
the Arab region, particularly at a
time when conflicts are spreading
across the Middle East.

Any expansion of regional flash-
points inevitably affects global
arms markets, defense production,
shipping costs, trade routes, and
refugee movements. The strategic
competition between China and
the United States therefore extends
far beyond military power.

During the Chinese president’s
visit, the Egyptian leadership reaf-
firmed its position that Taiwan
is part of China—a position that
directly contradicts Washington’s
approach to the Taiwan issue.
Meanwhile, concerns within the
United States over China’s accel-
erating economic rise continue to
SIrow.

China has increasingly challenged
the American economic position
not through direct military con-
frontation, but through industrial
capacity, technological develop-
ment, manufacturing scale, and its
growing penetration of global and
Western markets.

China has transformed itself from
a producer of relatively simple
manufactured goods into a com-
prehensive industrial powerhouse
capable of producing machinery,
electronics, automobiles, batter-
ies, renewable-energy equipment,
and countless intermediate goods
required by factories around the
world.

Its share of global exports has
continued to expand, and when
faced with higher tariffs, China
has increasingly sought alterna-
tive markets across emerging
economies.

China’s industrial base is now, by
many measures, a defining com-
ponent of the industries of the
future.

It has become a global leader in
electric vehicles, batteries, solar
panels, and renewable-energy
supply chains, while investing
heavily in artificial intelligence,
advanced computing, space tech-
nology, biotechnology, and other
strategic sectors.

Written by:
Howaida Awad
Ahmed

The competition is taking place
at extraordinary speed, with both
Beijing and Washington racing to
secure technological leadership
before the other side does.
Perhaps even more significant is
the scale of China’s investment
in scientific research and techno-
logical development, particularly
at a time when questions have
been raised over the future of
government funding for scientific
research in the United States.
Another critical arena is rare-earth
minerals.

China dominates significant stages
of the global rare-earth supply
chain, particularly processing and
refining, including the materials
required for advanced magnets
and numerous high-technology
industries. This gives Beijing con-
siderable leverage over strategic
global supply chains.

Two Different Models of Global
Influence

The contrast between the Ameri-
can and Chinese approaches to
international influence is also
becoming increasingly visible.
The United States relies heav-
ily on military alliances, strategic
partnerships, sanctions, military
bases, and security commitments.
China, by contrast, has generally
pursued a quicter form of expan-
sion—through infrastructure
investment, trade, loans, develop-
ment projects, and long-term eco-
nomic partnerships.

In Latin America, for example,
China’s presence has expanded
through major infrastructure and
mining investments, including
projects in Peru, Ecuador, and

Argentina.

Read the full article on the
Voice of Belady website:
www.voiceofbelady.com
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From the Nile to Beijing:

A New Partnership

Writing the Future of the Region

When the plane of the Chinese
President lands at Cairo Air-
port at this precise moment,
the image cannot be read apart
from the weight of the moment
Egypt is living through.

A country exhausted by the
burden of debt finds itself
face to face with a global part-
ner that has exactly what it
needs today: longer economic
breath, and an offer different
from the logic of traditional
loans.

This is not just a diplomatic
visit, nor merely the signing
of agreements.

Today the Nile meets the Silk
Road.

A 7,000-year-old civilization
meets a 21st-century vision.
From the Great Wall of China
to the Pyramids of Giza...
From a civilization that
invented paper and gunpow-
der, to a civilization that
invented writing and eternity.
Cairo is not just receiving
a heavyweight guest. It is
receiving the keys to the larg-
est development project of the
modern era.

A clear message to the world:
Egypt is no longer a bridge
between East and West...
Egypt has become the desti-
nation itself, and the heart of
the Arab world that will beat
to the rhythm of the Chinese
dragon.

This is a moment in which his-
tory writes a new line.

A line declaring that the future
of global trade will inevitably
pass through the Suez Canal.
And that a new era called “the
East” begins here.

### - President Xi’s Visit:
Mutual Recognition That
the Balance of Power Has
Changed

The visit is not just protocol
befitting 70 years of diplo-
matic relations. It is a moment

of mutual recognition that the

world has changed and that
the balance of power can no
longer afford to wait.

China is looking for a firm
foothold in the heart of the
region and at the crossroads
of global trade.

Egypt is looking for a part-
ner who understands that the
priority now is not talk about
reform, but the ability to pro-
duce, export, and create real
jobs that ease the burden of
the crisis on people.

What distinguishes this rap-
prochement is that it is not
built on promises hanging in
the air.

China is not coming to Egypt
as a creditor who extends a
hand and then waits for repay-
ment.

It is coming as a factory that
wants to transfer part of its
capacity to Egyptian soil.

The Suez Economic Zone is
gradually turning into a small
Chinese city inside Egypt,
where factories are built,
machines are brought in, and
Egyptian hands are trained
in industries that were out of
reach yesterday.

Textiles, tires, aluminum, data
centers, and artificial intelli-
gence — all of these files are
now on the table because Bei-
jing wants to use Egypt as a
gateway to Africa, the Middle
East, and Europe together.
#H# -

Swap: Reducing Egypt’s

Yuan Currency

Dependence on the Dollar
And here lies the sensitivity.
Egypt, which pays a huge bill
in hard currency every month,
finds in the yuan currency
swap agreement a small outlet
that reduces its dependence on
the dollar.

And in the

loans repaid in the same cur-

concessional

rency, there is an opportunity
to postpone pressure without

falling into a new cycle of

conditions.

But more important than all
of that is that the conversation
has shifted from the language
of borrowing to the language
of partnership in production.
The question is no longer just
“how do we repay?” but “how
do we manufacture? How do
we sell? How do we create
added value that stays inside
the Egyptian economy?”’

The currency swap agreement
with China is one of the tools
that gives Egypt breathing
room amid mounting pressure
on the dollar.

It means settling part of the
trade exchange between the
two countries directly in
Egyptian pounds and Chinese
yuan, without passing through
the US dollar.

### - The Importance of
This Step for Egypt:

It reduces demand for the
dollar, which helps ease pres-
sure on foreign reserves and
the exchange rate.

It also carries a political signif-
icance: that Egypt is seeking
to diversify its financial and
trade options, and not place all
its reliance on one currency.
However, this mechanism
cannot be considered a radical
solution to the debt crisis. It
does not provide new dollars
and it does not cancel debts.
Its main role is to reduce fric-
tion, provide liquidity, and
ease the burden in the short to
medium term.

Thereal value of the agreement
will appear when Egyptian
exports to China increase.
Because then the benefit is
not limited to paying in yuan
when buying. Yuan will also
be collected when selling. And
that in turn supports Egyptian
production and exports.

In short: the yuan swap is not
a magic wand.

It is an important step whose

success depends on Egypt’s
ability to increase its trade and
industry, and not remain just
an agreement on paper.

### - Politically: The Scene
Is No Less Important

The region is burning slowly
— from Gaza to the Red Sea,
from the Strait of Hormuz to
tensions that never subside.

In this China
appears carrying a different

atmosphere,

discourse from direct military
intervention.

It talks about stability
through development, about
political solutions, and about
a more just international
system.

For its part, Egypt sees in this
position space to maneuver
away from the bipolar polar-
ization that governed the past
decades.

It does not want to choose one
camp against another.

It wants to maintain relations
with everyone, while at the
same time bringing in invest-
ment from wherever it comes.
### - Egypt Has Decided
to Place Itself at the Heart
of Major Transformations
So the visit carries a meaning
deeper than signing agree-
ments.

It is a declaration that Egypt
has decided to place itself at
the heart of major transfor-
mations, and that it will not
wait for global conditions to
improve.

It will create new conditions
for itself with unconventional
tools.

And China, for its part, is
declaring that the new Silk
Road cannot pass without
going through Cairo.

And that any global project
aspiring to succeed must take
into account Egypt’s weight,
location, and history.

### - What Comes After the
Photos and Receptions?

Written by:
Azza Elfashny

But the hardest question
remains: what comes after the
photos and the receptions?
Will this partnership turn into
factories that operate and pro-
duce goods labeled “Made in
Egypt” reaching new mar-
kets?

Or will we remain at the level
of mega-projects that the ordi-
nary citizen does not feel?
Will both sides succeed in
turning this momentum into
real technology transfer and
the localization of industries
we won’t need to import ten
years from now?

Or will it remain within the
framework of broader trade
exchange without changing
the structure of the economy?
In the end, this visit opens
a window that did not exist
before.

A window onto a multipolar
world looking for partners,
not followers.

And in this world, Egypt needs
to be smart in choosing what
suits it, and to turn every Chi-
nese offer into an opportunity
to build its own capacity.
Crises are not solved by visits
alone.

But they may begin with a
moment like this a moment
when need meets will, and it
becomes possible to write a
new chapter unlike any that

came before.
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Trump Says Russia and Ukraine
Agree to Avoid Energy Targets

US President Donald Trump said Russia and =
Ukraine have agreed not to attack each other’s \
.

energy facilities, although neither Kyiv nor

Moscow immediately confirmed the claim.
Trump said Ukraine had agreed to stop targeting
Russian energy sites and that Russia would do the
same, as he blamed the Russia-Ukraine war for
rising diesel prices.

His comments came a day after he urged Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to stop
attacking Russian oil refineries, warning that the strikes were contributing to diesel
shortages and higher fuel prices.

Ukraine has carried out repeated drone attacks on Russian oil infrastructure, while
Russia has intensified missile and drone strikes on Ukraine. Trump has also said Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin wants a deal to end the war, though a proposed meeting
between Putin and Zelenskyy at the G20 summit was rejected by the Kremlin.

Saudi Oil Plpellne Faces Weeks of Repairs

= A key Saudi oil pipeline damaged in an
attack is expected to remain mostly out of
N service for three to five weeks. The 1,200-
~ kilometre East-West Pipeline, operated by

Aramco, can transport up to 7 million bar-
~ rels of oil per day and is vital for moving

o | crude to the Red Sea while avoiding the
1) @“ Strait of Hormuz.

" 3 : '{‘? Meanwhile, Houthi forces have captured
the strategic Hanish islands near the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, after also seizing Mokha
and Mayun island, increasing pressure on Saudi oil exports and Red Sea shipping.
The renewed fighting in Yemen has displaced more than 80,000 people in two weeks,
while around 150 civilians have been killed and more than 200 wounded since Sep-
tember 3. Cross-border Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia are also continuing, as Yemeni
government forces attempt to regroup and retake territory.

Vance Says US Is in Direct Contact
with Yemen’s Houthis

US Vice President JD Vance said Washington is in
direct contact with Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthis as
the group steps up attacks on commercial shipping
and Saudi Arabia.

Vance said the US is closely monitoring the rapidly
changing situation and remains in constant contact
with Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
His comments came as Saudi
Mohammed bin Salman met with the US military
commander for the Middle East in Jeddah. The US
has also been providing Saudi Arabia with intelligence and targeting assistance amid
recent Houthi advances along Yemen’s Red Sea coast.

Crown Prince

US Imposes Iran-Related Sanctions
on Russia’s VI'B Bank

The United States has imposed Iran-
related sanctions on Russia’s VTB

Bank, accusing the country’s sec-
=1'F-‘l ond-largest lender of helping Tehran
| = evade US sanctions, the Treasury
Department said.
The move builds on sanctions
t-—'l.l:..— imposed against VIB in 2022 fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said Washington would continue targeting entities
that provide financial, technological or other support to Iran and help it circumvent
sanctions.
The latest action is part of a broader US campaign to increase economic pressure on
Tehran. Since February, Washington has imposed measures targeting Iran’s oil exports,
shipping networks, weapons procurement channels, financial intermediaries, digital
assets and aviation links.
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